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and romanticised history, the anecdotes of travel, interviews with
prominent people, and profuse process illustrations featured in
the new style of " family" magazine like Cassells's. The Strand thus
addressed an appeal to the entire middle-class, both the upper
quality possessed of sufficient taste to appreciate a good story well
written and an informative article by a qualified authority, and
the massed bands of the lower order, whose standard of intelligence
demanded that the pills of elementary education should be sugar-
coated with the condiment of entertainment. With process
illustrations of the highest contemporary quality and the best
journalism of its order, the Strand required only a single sensa-
tionally popular feature to secure its introduction to a wide
circulation, and this it found in the Sherlock Holmes stories,
which proved an attraction so popular that, when the series of
twelve Adventures was completed, Doyle was commissioned to
write a further series, which appeared in book form as The
Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes.

At the end of the Memoirs, Doyle killed Sherlock off. He was
heartily sick of his hero, and like Haggard after She, wished to
consolidate his reputation with work of a higher literary standard.
Already he had written three notable historical novels, Micah
Clarke, a tale of Monmouth's rebellion, The White Company, in a
mediaeval setting, and The Refugees, a story of the Huguenots under
Louis Quatorze, in which the historical figures of Madame de
Maintenon, the gorgeous Montespan, and Louvois are recreated
with some approximation to probability. These were followed
in 1896 and 1897 by The Exploits of Brigadier Gerard, Rodney Stone,
and Uncle Bernac, a Napoleonic tale in which Brigadier Gerard
appears as a young lieutenant. In Gerard, a swashbuckling cavalry
officer under Napoleon, whose gallantry and vanity suggest the
suspicion that Dumas' D'Artagnan was in his direct line of
ancestry, Doyle attempted to create a popular personality as the
central figure for a series of historical stories, like Sherlock Holmes
for criminal problems. A sequel, The Adventures of Gerard, ap-
peared some years later, and a comedy called Brigadier Gerard was
produced on the London stage in 1906.

But, as - with Haggard, popular demand defeated personal
inclination, and compelled him to bring Sherlock Holmes to life